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HOOK COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 21 April 2026

MINUTES

Present:
Councillor David Petrie – Chair			Councillor Sandra Jones
Councillor Joy James 				Councillor Julie Lawrence
County Councillor Michael John
Also in attendance: Jackie Thomas – Clerk/RFO

1	Apologies for absence							

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Steve Gladwin.

2	Declarations of any personal or potentially conflicting issues

Cllrs Steve Gladwin and Sandra Jones declared a personal interest by virtue of being Trustees of the Hook Sports and Social Club and Cllrs Steve Gladwin and Julie Lawrence declared a personal interest by virtue of being members of the Hook Forum.

3	Minutes of previous meetings

Moved by Cllr Sandra Jones; Seconded by Cllr Julie Lawrence.

AGREED

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 17 March 2026 be approved as a correct record.

5	County Councillor report 

Senedd Elections
Cllr Michael John advised that the cutoff to register to vote had passed on 20 April 2026 and the cutoff to register for postal or proxy votes was 1700hrs today.  Cllr John advised that at these elections, you were voting for the party, rather than the individual.  

By-Election – Hakin Ward
Cllr John advised that Cllr Scott Thorley from Reform had been elected.

Council Tax Reduction Scheme
Cllr John advised that those eligibility for assistance with heating and oil costs up to £200 would be contacted directly.  An additional discretionary assistance fund was available which had been increased from £500 to £750 for heating oil with applications accepted twice per year.  Any queries could be made to the Community Hub.

Foster Carers
A drive for foster carers was taking place due to the shortage in the County due to the extreme costs for out of County care with a pilot scheme in the County for reduced Council Tax payments.
Cllr Joy James highlighted that adult placement schemes were also required.

Bus Service
Cllr John advised on the consultation on the 308 bus service as currently only twice a day would now be 15 minutes earlier in the morning and 10 minutes later in the evening due provide greater support for connections to other buses.   He highlighted the availability of the Fflecsi bus.   

Active Travel Plan
The consultation had closed on 20 April 2026 and Cllr John advised that he had made suggestions to increase local routes from Hook and Llangwm to Haverfordwest on appropriate pathways. 

20MPH
The 20MPH speed limit in Freystrop had been proposed to return to 30MPH however, it will remain at 20MPH for the time being with further consultations planned.

PCSO Visits
Cllr John had visited the ward today with PCSO Adam Thomas to discuss minor antisocial behaviour and damage taking place.

PCC
The Council AGM was taking place in the second week of June. 

6	Correspondence received

All correspondence had been shared with Councillors.

7	Planning received
	
No planning had been received.  In response to a question raised by Cllr Julie Lawrence regarding the two three bed houses that were to become six one bed flats, that this was not able to take place due to the Nitrates concerns.  

8	Finance
							
a. Balance on accounts (as at 17.03.26)
Community Council account 		£12606.84
Miners Trust Account	£   3709.09 (£5K short term loan to be returned)
Total						£16315.93

b. Payments to be authorised
Chapel hire invoice 	£60
New Goals		£50

Moved by Cllr Sandra Jones; Seconded by Cllr Joy James

9	School Governor Report
							
C.Cllr Michael John delivered an overview of the recent curriculum meeting and school finance meeting noting that the current position was good.  The school had consulted on continuing the Asymmetric week which had concluded that they would continue and review the following year.  

10	Community Spaces and Forum			

Cllr Sandra Jones noted Warm Spaces had concluded and that they were now moving to Summer Lunches.  It was highlighted that the funding was for £1.50pp over 60 however, they continued to fund to encourage inclusivity.  Cllr Dave Petrie highlighted that the Zion Chapel undertook Coffee Mornings every Friday morning where garden produce was often sold.  

Fete on the Field
Cllr Jones advised that the bands had been booked, the bouncy castle would be no cost and that they would be providing candy floss, cakes, stall holders etc with classic cars also on display.  

11	Policies

Cllrs agreed that the Policy 1 – Biodiversity would be reviewed and approved at the next meeting, Policy 2 – Bullying and Harassment and Policy 3 – Capability and Competency would be clarified with OVW for any updates and discussed at the next meeting.   

12	Member Training		

The Clerk would clarify details for the PCC run Code of Conduct Training. 

13	AOB - at the discretion of the Chair							
Cllr Petrie requested login details for HMRC, Gmail and OVW from the Clerk. 
Cllrs discussed the vacancies on the Council and the Clerk agreed to send the poster to all Cllrs. 
Cllr John advised of the Llangwm Summer Fete at the Village Hall on Saturday 25 April 2026.
 
14	Dates and times of next meeting: 	19 May 2026

Cllr Joy James gave her apologies for the next meeting on 19 May 2026 and the Clerk advised that the AGM would take place at the Hook Sports and Social Club on 16 June 2026.

Meeting ended at 20.11
 
MINERS TRUST

1 Play Park Update

Cllr Dave Petrie advised that one of the swings was broken and the fencing needed repairs and painting.  Cllrs agreed that Cllr Petrie would advertise what was required and that Cllr Jones would put together a ‘Painting Party’.  Cllrs would contact Dave Somerville who ran the Duke of Edinburgh scheme and lived locally for assistance with volunteers. 

Cllr Petrie highlighted that weeding needed to take place and that more shrubs were required. 

Cllr Petrie noted that the car park needed fresh line painting and Cllr Jones agreed to approach the club for assistance with the paint.

Cllr James highlighted that they need to consult with residents for future projects to inform what grants can be applied for.  Suggestions for a community meeting were discussed  to highlight what had been achieved and what was viable going forwards.

2 AOB – at the discretion of the Chair
There were no other items of business discussed.

Meeting ended at 20:24
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